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Our Mission – To create access to quality, professional health care services for individuals and families by funding the
Holland Community Health Center, the School Nursing Program, and Faith Community Nurse.

School Nursing is a Team Approach
The familiar phrase, ‘it takes a village
to raise a child’ may seem a bit cliché.
But for one Holland Heights School
student, it took the combined efforts of
teachers, family, medical experts and
a Holland Hospital school nurse to
uncover a serious medical condition
and find the right treatment.
“Early in 2012, a teacher approached
me about Jomia, one of our students at
Holland Heights,” explains school nurse
Kathy Edwards. “The teacher noticed
that Jomia was ‘off’ and not really
focused during the school day.”
Jomia was brought to the school nurse’s
office where Kathy noticed subtle but
concerning symptoms. “Her symptoms
were very subtle and of a neurological
nature,” explains Kathy. “She was awake
and alert and talking but her speech

School Nursing
Program

was very slow. She was also having
trouble keeping her balance as she
was walking, and her eyes showed a
back-and-forth movement.”

School Nurse Kathy and Jomia.

Jomia’s medical issues were episodic,
making it difficult to find the exact
cause. “Jomia was taken to Holland
Hospital’s Emergency Department
several times,” says Kathy. “But the
episodes would pass before a diagnosis

Faith Community Nurse

at the Holland Rescue Mission

could be made. The family would go
to ER, but Jomia would be discharged
without further medical assistance.”
Working together, Kathy and Jomia’s
family partnered with West Michigan
pediatric neurologist, who diagnosed
her episodes as epileptic and absence
seizures. Jomia was prescribed
emergency medicines to be administered at school, and an individualized
health plan was created.
“Without the excellent observation
skills of the classroom teacher, Jomia
might have gone undiagnosed for
several months or even years,” says
Kathy. Fortunately for Jomia, her
‘village’ of supportive parents, nurses,
and school staff helped her return to
the classroom happy and healthy.

Holland Community
Health Center

School Nurse Dawn with student Izaya.

Judy Buurmsa, RN, has been the Faith
Community Nurse for over 10 years.

Lorena, HCHC Patient

“It makes me feel so much more comfortable
that the nurse is right there and I know that
she will be taking care of him or her and
that does not fall on me to try to assess
what all is going on in that situation.”

“Nurse Judy provides a level-headed
approach to health and wellness with gentle,
compassionate care. She is perfect for this
position and we want to keep her as long as
possible! Judy is all around very important
and needed in our day to day happenings!”

“The Health Center, to me, is different. When
you go somewhere else, they turn you down
because you do not have health insurance
and they don’t see how you feel. But at the
Health Center they do. They make sure they
get all the details. I feel like family.”

~ Anjuli Sneller, Life Skills Case Manager,
Holland Rescue Mission

~ Lorena, HCHC Patient

~ Heidi Chamness, Jefferson Teacher
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2013 Partners
CHAMPIONS

John & Judy Spoelhof
Foundation

$12,700 Raised for the
School Nursing Program!

ENERGIZERS

1st Place Overall –
Colin Mulder, running
with daughter,
Johanna & dog, Sammy:
Finishing Time = 19:22

CONTENDERS

Sam & Jean Martin

FINISHERS

2nd Place Overall & 1st
High School Student –
Matthew Dominguez,
14 yrs-old: Finishing
Time = 19:30

1st Middle/Elementary
Student – Neal Vallarsa,
9 yrs-old: Finishing
Time = 22:29

The School Nurses of
Holland Hospital say
“Thank you!” to everyone
who supported the
inaugural School Nurse
5K Run/Walk on Oct. 3.
Your support is helping
to improve the health of
our local students.

This event has been reviewed
and endorsed by the Governor’s
Council on Physical Fitness,
Health and Sports, for the
physical activity content,
and is now part of the Pure
Michigan FITness Series.
This does not reflect endorsement of the sponsoring organization or the products used.
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Donate online to help anytime!
Visit hollandhospital.org and click on Donate.

Employee Campaign a
$70,313.33 Success!
Holland Hospital employees have once again displayed their spirit of generosity.
The hospital’s midsummer annual campaign raised a total of $70,063.33, all of which
will be used to support the School Nursing Program at Jefferson Elementary School.
	A big success within this year’s campaign was the
annual Build-Your-Own Burger and Sundae Day.
A total of 432 burger meals and 328 sundae bar
tickets were purchased, generating over $3,200.
Purchases were up 23% from the previous year!
	“We are very appreciative to have 417 employees
contribute to this year’s campaign,” says hospital Fund
Development Coordinator, Colleen Perdok. “We thank
everyone who chose to make a payroll deductible
contribution or a one-time gift. And, those who did not
contribute during the six-week campaign may want to
consider an end-of-the-year tax-deductible gift.”
Young girl enjoys the Build-Your-Own-Sundae Bar.

The overall success of the employee campaign was also well-received by the staff and
administration at Jefferson School who have come to depend on the support of the school
nurses. “We couldn’t do our jobs without them in the building,” says teacher Julie Mishoe.
“They [the nurses] make our jobs easier. They love our kids as much as we do … we just
couldn’t do our jobs without them.”
Learn more about the School Nursing Program and watch our employee campaign video
online at hollandhospital.org>medical services>school nursing>resources.

Bus driver is Hendrina Cupery, School Nurse.

Community OUTREACH

Remembering
Loved Ones
Gifts received January 1,
2012 to September 30, 2013
in memory of:

James F. Brooks
Raymond James Brooks
Elaine Bulthuis
Charles Cooper Jr.
Zachary Michael Israels
Jocelyn Anne Schierbeek
Jonathan Elhart Timmer
Grace Olivia Tubergan
Arnold Van Dussen

Remembering
Holland Hospital
If you are considering
Holland Hospital in
your will or trust, we
suggest you include
this statement:
“I give to Holland
Hospital of Holland, MI,
a Michigan nonprofit
corporation, (percent or
dollar amount)
____________.”
If you’re planning to
give a portion of your
retirement accounts
(i.e. 401(k), IRAs, etc.)
to Holland Hospital, you
will want your attorney to
add particular language
to minimize the impact
of incomes taxes and
maximize the amount
of your gift.
hollandhospital.org
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Cuisines donated
and served by:
Boatwerks
Butch’s Dry Dock
CityVu Bistro
New Holland Brewing Co.
Pinnacle Center
Salt & Pepper
Beverages donated by:
New Holland Brewing Co.
Fenn Valley Vineyards
Platinum Partner:

Save the Date!

March 6, 2014
The Pinnacle Center
Hudsonville, MI
*Restaurants & Platinum Partners confirmed as of October 23, 2013.

Funding Sources

Fund Development Annual Report
April 1, 2012 – March 31, 2013
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$ 175,505: Special Events
$ 70,740: Annual Appeal
$ 69,920:	Holland Hospital
Employee Campaign
$ 48,724: Grants
$ 27,689: Community Campaigns
$ 25,023: In Kind Gifts

$ 231,353: Organizations
$ 186,248: Individuals

$ 263,377:	Holland Community
Health Center
$ 112,006: School Nursing Program
$ 29,938:	General Fund
$ 12,280: Faith Community Nurse

$ 417,601: TOTAL

$ 417,601: TOTAL

$ 417,601: TOTAL

55%
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“Life is not merely to be alive, but to be well.”
~ Marcus Valerius Martial

